Increased non-angiotensin II [125I]CGP 42112 binding in rat carotid artery after balloon injury.
In this study, [125I]CGP 42112, a ligand of high affinity and selectivity for the angiotensin II AT2 receptor, was used to detect and quantify a non-angiotensin II binding site in the balloon-injured carotid artery of the rat. The amount of [125I]CGP 42112 binding was significantly enhanced in the adventitia of the injured arteries. Localization of the binding site using emulsion autoradiography and immunocytochemistry suggests that the binding sites may be expressed by macrophages in the inflamed tissue surrounding the injured artery.